
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 13-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/646,845 



08/25/2003 



Toshihiro Nakaminami 



7590 12/02/2005 

mattingly, stanger & MALUR, rc. 

Suite 370 

1800 Diagonal Road 
Alexandria, VA 22314 



1460 



EXAMINER 



ART UNIT 



NGUYEN, THUONG 

n 



PAPER NUMBER 



2155 

DATE MAILED: 12/02/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/646,845 


Applicant(s) 
NAKAMINAMI ET AL. 


Pvaminor 

Thuong T. Nguyen 


Art Unit 

2155 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to application 10/646,845 filed 8/25/03. Claims 1-5 are 
pending and represent system, method, directory information and information processor 
for method for managing and changing process of client and server in a distributed 
computer system. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. It's unclear whom or what initiates a request from 1 st 
processor to directory information manager. 

4. Claim 2 recites the limitation "and/or" in publish/subscribe. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. It's unclear whether the inventor 
indicate the publish information or subscribe or both? 

5. Regarding claim 2, the phrase "other information processors" renders the 
claim(s) indefinite because the claim(s) include(s) elements not actually disclosed 
(those encompassed by "or the like"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim(s) 
unascertainable. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). It's unclear what other information the 
inventor was discussing in the claim. 



Application/Control Number: 10/646,845 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2155 

6. Regarding claim 2, the phrase "also" renders the claim indefinite because it is 
unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. 
See MPEP § 21 73.05(d). It's unclear to the examiner to have the also term after the 
created message is sent. 

7. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. It's unclear what is the specific service the inventor refers to? 

8. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. It's unclear what is being desired to send? 

9. Regarding claim 5, the phrase "also" renders the claim indefinite because it is 
unclear whether the limitation(s) following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. 
See MPEP § 21 73.05(d). It's unclear to the examiner what is the also in the preamble 
refers to? 

10. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The inventor lacks of explanation of the phrase "object- 
inherent processor". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 



The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
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art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

12. Claim 5 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 
Claim 5 lacks written description in the specification what is the "object-inherent 
processor" is. s 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

13. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Rosenberg Patent No. 6,418,416 B1. Rosenberg teaches the invention as claimed 
including inventory management system and method (see abstract). 

14. As to claim 1 , Rosenberg teaches a distributed system comprising: 
creating a message addressed from first one to second of the plurality of 

information processors in the distributed system (col 1, lines 66 - col 2, lines 3; col 5, 



lines 8-18; Rosenberg discloses that the method of exchanges the message between 
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the portal site and the controller through the distributed network; Rosenberg also 
discloses that the method of transmitting the information or data through the exchange 
links or distributed network); 

issuing a request from said first information processor to said directory 
information manager to cause the directory information manager to search for directory 
information as management information for control of operation of said respective 
information processors in the distributed system (col 6, lines 46-49; Rosenberg 
discloses that the method of trigger the search query by selecting the search option; the 
user enter a query and got the list of result for the matches items); 

reading out said directory information in said directory information manager and 
sending said directory information to said first information processor (col 7, lines 29-36; 
Rosenberg discloses that the method of generated the report for viewing through the 
web site to support the distribution of information by the system); and 

controlling sending operation of said created message on the basis of said 
directory information received from said directory information manager in said first 
information processor (col 5, lines 38-46; Rosenberg discloses that the method of 
sending and receiving the transaction for the database through the communications 
using the Internet connection). 

1 5. As to claim 2, Rosenberg teaches a distributed system as recited in claim 1 , 
wherein said directory information includes publish/subscribe information indicative of 
the other information processors which receive the message to be transferred between 
the information processors offering a specific service, and said created message is sent 
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also to the other information processors on the basis of said publish/subscribe 
information (col 4, lines 34-46; Rosenberg discloses that the method of published the 
information for the distributed networks and devices that are linked to Internet). 

16. As to claim 3, Rosenberg teaches a distributed system as recited in claim 1 , 
wherein said directory information includes service control information for control of 
operational modes of the information processors belonging to the specific service, and 
when it is desired to send said created message, the operational modes of the 
information processors belonging to the specific service are controlled on the basis of 
said service control information (table 1 ; Rosenberg discloses that the method of 
sending and receiving messages and all activities that occurred between the servers 
communication and the Internet). 

1 7. As to claim 4, Rosenberg teaches a directory information manager comprising: 
a directory information repository for storing therein directory information as 

management information for control of operations of said plurality of information 
processors in said distributed system (col 1 , lines 66 - col 2, lines 3; col 5, lines 8-18; 
Rosenberg discloses that the method of exchanges the message between the portal 
site and the controller through the distributed network; Rosenberg also discloses that 
the method of transmitting the information or data through the exchange links or 
distributed network); and 

directory processor for reading out the directory information requested by any 
one of said information processors from said directory information repository and 
sending the read-out directory information to said information processor (col 7, lines 29- 
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36; Rosenberg discloses that the method of generated the report for viewing through 

the web site to support the distribution of information by the system). 

18. As to claim 5, Rosenberg teaches an information processor comprising: 

object-inherent processor for creating a message addressed to the information 
processors in said distributed system (col 1 , lines 66 - col 2, lines 3; col 5, lines 8-18; 
Rosenberg discloses that the method of exchanges the message between the portal 
site and the controller through the distributed network; Rosenberg also discloses that 
the method of transmitting the information or data through the exchange links or 
distributed network); and 

communication management processor for requesting said directory information 
manager to search for directory information as management information for control of 
operations of the information processors in said distributed system (col 6, lines 46-49; 
Rosenberg discloses that the method of trigger the search query by selecting the search 
option; the user enter a query and got the list of result for the matches items) and 
controlling sending operation of the message created by said object-inherent processor 
on the basis of said directory information received from said directory information 
manager (col 5, lines 38-46; Rosenberg discloses that the method of sending and 
receiving the transaction for the database through the communications using the 
Internet connection). 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuong T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3864. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM-4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on 571-272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Thuong T Nguyen 

Patent Examiner/Art Unit 2155 




